
On January 5th of 2009, 11 Frontier Camp 

staff members left for Haiti.  The purpose of 

this trip was to bring overnight camping to a 

Christian youth day camp planted in Janu-

ary of 2007.  This report summarizes the  

Haiti 3 mission trip to Jacob’s Well Camp.   

If you are interested in supporting the 

Jacob’s Well Project by praying, volunteer-

ing, or giving funds, learn more at 

www.jacobswellcamp.org or by emailing 

info@jacobswellcamp.org. 

The Haiti 3 Team: (front l-r) Natalyn, Tay-

lor, Hans, Brynne, Noelle, Robert 

(back l-r) James, Austin, Clay, Jack, Lee 

Days 1-3: Site Preparation and Training 

First Overnight Camp... 

Our trip actually started Sunday, Jan 4th 

with a dinner, prayer time, and packing 

party at team member Clay’s house. His 

parents graciously hosted the team and vari-

ous supporters/helpers preparing for the trip. 

We were allowed 2 50 lb pieces of luggage 

and one carry-on each—and we had to pack 

3 large (12’x20’x8’) tents weighing 190 lbs 

each in addition to the other community 

gear!  We ended up taking a total of 34 

pieces of luggage weighing over 1,300 lbs 

(AA let us have an extra at no charge)!  We 

were up at 3:30 in the morning to make our 

6 am flight and by lunch time we were in 

Port au Prince, Haiti.  

It was very crowded, and poverty was evident 

as we left the airport to load a bus with a small 

crowd of people trying to help carry our lug-

gage in hopes of receiving tips from us. We 

drove to the regional end of the airport, where, 

after some waiting and trouble with payment 

issues (praise God they were resolved just in 

time!), we boarded a small plane and flew over 

the beautiful mountains of Haiti to Cap Haitian. 

We continued our trip by Tap Tap 

(beautifully painted covered trucks, Hai- 
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The vision for a Christian youth camp in 

Haiti began with Haitian Pastor Gersan 

Valcin and his wife Betty .  Gersan and Betty 

both accepted the Lord at an early age and 

grew up in Haiti.  They met in New York in 

1986 and married in Canada 3 years lat-

er.  After graduating from Bethel Bible Insti-

tute, Gersan worked as a youth pastor in 

Quebec for two years before attending Dallas 

Theological Seminary and obtaining a 

ThM.  In 1997, they and their two daughters 

answered God’s call to return to minister in 

Haiti.  Thousands of Haitians have heard the 

Gospel through their efforts, and they have 

helped start seventy new churches 

there.  Betty also serves as the National 

AWANA coordinator for Haiti. 

Our Haitian hosts: Pastor Gersan Valcin 

and wife Betty at Frontier Camp 

How do you pack 3 large tents that 

weigh 190 lbs each into your luggage?  

Very carefully... 

You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill 

me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at 

your right hand.  Psalms 16:11 

A Firm Foundation 

Continued on page 2…. 
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on the life of Daniel, and as in the previous 

Day Camps, the Haitian actors excelled in 

putting alot of drama into the drama! A final 

bible message and a challenge to grow spirit-

ually followed the second bible drama.  Most 

of these kids have heard and responded to the 

gospel, and the challenge before them is to 

deepen their relationship with Jesus Christ. 

The changes in the village are really amazing. 

There is now a new road leading into the 

camp, a water line has been put in, and the 

area around the well has been cleaned by the 

villagers. The bathrooms that were begun last 

year have been nicely finished out, including 

real toilets (thanks to the VBS donations of 

the children of First Baptist Grapeland)!  Not 

only were the villagers neater in their appear-

ance, not one of them asked us for any-

thing!   It was very exciting to see how God 

is visibly transforming the villagers and their 

surrounding area. Praise the Lord for the 

awesome progress here! 

The camp ended at 4:00 pm, and kids were 

given a snack for the trip home. Back at the 

seminary, Hans gave a devotion from the 

Word after supper, and the team spent some 

time in prayer. Finally, we prepared material 

for the next day’s camp. 

Friday (Day 5) started with a pancake break-

fast and then the team headed back out for 

the day camp. The activities went very well 

and so did the dramas, even with the loss of 

the lead actor playing Daniel (the local 

pastor who was suddenly called away to 

perform a funeral.  The death of a 23 yr old 

man in the village from a treatable illness 

underlines the need for a clinic at Jacob’s 

Well).  Fortunately, an understudy stepped 

in and did a great job, and  the “lions” in the 

den scene stole the show. Rice with a fish 

and vegetable sauce were enjoyed for lunch.  

Thursday (Day 4)—the first day of camp! 

We used the morning to finish setting up 

the activity areas (riflery with bb guns, 

archery, volleyball, steal the bacon, sports, 

and crafts). Then shortly before lunch time 

we started check-in with Haitian Program 

Director Anderson assigning each of the 

160 campers to a cabin group.  An orienta-

tion and counselor-led cabin time was 

followed by activity periods and bible 

dramas.  Circumstances beyond the control 

of the Haitian staff led to a really late 

lunch prepared in the makeshift outdoor 

kitchen, but it was well received by all.  

The bible drama series for this camp was 

Haitians "Tap Tap"on the roof to signal the 

driver to stop). Upon arrival in Haiti, the 

team moved into their accommodations at 

the Baptist Seminary in Limbé.  All of our 

luggage eventually arrived safely! 

The next morning after a wonderful break-

fast with awesome coffee (all the food we 

were served was delicious and plentiful) 

we went to the camp site.  The camp is 

located in a village called Little Guinea 

about 15 minutes from Limbé and one 

hour from Cap-Haitian. There we met 

veteran staffers (those who've worked 

there before), some new staff from the  

church plant, and some of the village kids. 

The brand new church, planted this past 

summer by Pastor Gersan and Big Sky 

Community Church in Montana, meets 

under the trees next to an old Spanish well.  

It is this well, symbolizing Jesus’ cross-

cultural evangelism of the Samaritan wom-

an (John 4),that inspired the name of the 

camp! 

We then split into sub-teams to train the 

counselors to conduct an overnight camp, 

to plan the bible dramas with the support 

staff, and to set up the campsite. We also 

played some name games with the counse-

lors and activity leaders and discussed the 

camp schedule. Some of the training was 

conducted at the Baptist Church in Haute 

Limbe, and some was conducted at the site 

itself.  We also played with over 50 village 

kids, many of whom remembered the first 

and second Frontier Camp teams.  

Wednesday came and we continued prepa-

rations for camp.  After delineating all of 

the different areas of camp, the main focus 

turned to the setting up of the tents.  Find-

ing level ground on which to place them 

turned out to be a challenge, but the vil-

lage men diligently prepared flat places by 

hand for us.  We also continued counselor 

training and bible drama practice as well. 

Afterwards, the F.C. and Limbé  teams 

rode back to the seminary on a bus togeth-

er, singing the whole way in both English 

and Creole.  It was a sweet time of bond-

ing and fellowship, and the Texans noted 

that "the Haitians have a flair for singing”.  

Back at the seminary we prepared crafts, 

including learning string games (very popular 

among our staff ). We planned two days of 

day camp, followed by an overnight for teen 

campers.  Finding counselors willing to stay 

overnight was a challenge, but thankfully the 

right number volunteered!  Praise the Lord! 

Days 4-5: The Day Camp and an Overnight 

Days 1-3 continued... 

Erecting one of the “cabins” for the first over-

night camp. 

A boy’s day camp cabin devotion 

Archery is always a popular camp activity. 

The new bathroom finished—running water and 

flushing toilets (and camp stuff storage space)! 



san supplied us with some cold soda, and then the 

FC girls retired to a tent.  The guys decided to 

sleep under the stars (ok –the moon) on a tarp.  

That night there were voodoo drums from the hills 

nearby and we could vaguely hear chanting. But 

we fell asleep peacefully, reminded of the peace 

of God that passes understanding promised to 

guard our hearts and minds (Philippians 4:8). If 

you don’t count the cold breeze and dew, various 

bumps in the ground and blindingly bright moon, 

we all slept well.  Well, most of us slept!  
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We were back around 9:30 am, and the 

counselors reported a huge success for the 

night! Breakfast had been served, and 

morning exercises, a game, and  a final 

message closed the camp. The FC staff 

took down the tents and cleaned up the 

activities into noon, and handed out the 

final counselor and staff gifts. Then we 

went back to the seminary to have lunch. 

There were some problems with arranging 

transportation so we couldn't come back 

to the village to have a play day as we 

planned.  On Sunday, as the time came 

Saturday (Day 6) started really early! We 

were up at 4 am, and at 5, Gersan and two 

guides led the team up the large mountain 

behind the camp site known as “Double 

Head”. With a 1,977 ft peak elevation, it 

presented a tough 1,800 ft climb over a mile 

and a half.  The mountain experience was 

beyond amazing. At first we climbed by 

moonlight. We had hoped to reach the top 

before sunrise, but it seemed as though the 

higher we climbed, the bigger the mountain 

became! The entire trip up was beautiful, 

first with the moon and the stars, then as we 

were able to see the scenery around us in the 

early morning light. Halfway up the moun-

tain we found some orange trees and picked 

A successful overnight camp... 

Day 6: Hind’s feet in high places 

The day camp 

wrapped up with a 

final drama and mes-

sage, and the day 

campers were sent 

home with glo-

necklaces (a big hit) 

and a snack bag.  

Teens were sent to get 

their sleeping stuff  

and when they returned, a sandwich supper 

kicked off the first overnight camp! 

The 48 overnight 

campers played 

some initiative 

games and then 

went up the hill to 

the first-ever 

nighttime campfire 

at Jacob’s Well.  

Our team listened 

in on the beautiful 

singing and the message in Creole—it 

was a really moving experience.  We 

then assisted in the cooking of S’mores 

with flaming marshmallows placed on 

graham crackers and chocolate.  As we 

looked out over the valley that night, we 

could see for miles under the brightest 

full moon we have ever experienced.  

Not one light bulb interrupted the 

view—there are not many places left in 

the world like this! 

 One of the “surprises” of the trip was an 

opportunity to support the Haitian staff 

by spending the night out at the camp 

site with them!  As the campers went to 

bed (very excited about the tents), Ger-

“...my favorite camp moments were 

spent in the middle of a huddle of 

campers with five or six arms 

around me! ”  - Brynne 

The first night-time campfire at Jacob’s Well! 

(S’mores are more delicious in the dark…) 

Belshazzar throws a big party... 

and ate some fresh oranges! As we got high-

er, there were more bushes and trees, until 

we were pushing through ferns as tall as our 

heads. After a two hour hike, we reached 

the top. We could look out over Haiti in 

every direction, and even see the Dominican 

Republic. We could see the Atlantic Ocean, 

the bay Christopher Columbus first sailed 

into when he discovered the New World 

(also known as the wrong continent), as 

well as the [in]famous island of Tortuga. 

The sky was overcast and gray, but as we 

looked out over miles of Haitian country-

side, the sun burst through the clouds in 

streaming rays. God’s sunshine was smiling 

on Haiti, and we know He’s not done with 

that country yet! 

On top of Double Head Mountain 

for our flight out of Haiti, no one wanted to 

leave. We joked about losing our green cards 

that would allow us to exit the country.  

Like the four children returning from Narnia, 

it was slightly difficult returning home. And 

like they, we just can’t wait to be called back 

to Haiti! 
The first Jacob’s Well Camp Overnighters! 

Sleeping outside at Jacob’s Well 

Camp Staff 


