
Frontier Camp sent itôs eighth mission team to 

Haiti at the beginning of the new year.  The team 

of 23 furthered the development of the first Hai-

tian Christian youth camp located in the northern 

village of Tse Guinea.  Founded in 2007 with 

Frontier Campôs help, Jacobôs Well is now an 

independent Haitian ministry on its way to its 

own 501(C)(3) designation!  We praise God and 

give Him the glory for all of the progress at the 

camp, especially the fruit of seeing campers come 

to Christ and grow into staff leading the camp 

ministry.  Jacobôs Well provides clean water and 

sanitary latrines for the village, a village school, 

church, and periodic medical care as well.  This 

report details our trip.  We want to say ñthank 

youò for your support and prayers, and encourage 

you to keep praying for the ministry in Haiti! 

The Haiti 8 Team: (front kneeling l-r) Autumn, Gillian, 

Dan, Sarah, and Anhel.  (Back l-r) Jimmy, Dr. 

Meinardus, Tomas, Konrad, Hans, Gabe, Zach, Kate, 
Robert, Will, Natalyn, Amanda, Jack, Greta, Kaylie, 

Jenny, Ashlyn, and Karis. 

Progress at Jacobôs Well Youth Camp! 
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òWe may not have been able to 

communicate very well with 

them, but they are still our 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ 

and it was amazing to see us 

all come together and worship 

Christ, despite our differences.ò 

-Kaylie W. 

A packing party on Friday, Jan 4th at the Mon-

sonôs house started our mission trip.  Travel 

baggage restrictions allowed only one 50 

pound checked bag for each person.  We end-

ed up bringing just under 1200 total pounds  of 

personal items, camp equipment and work 

project supplies.  Our team did its best to pack 

all the personal gear into carry ons, each with 

a 10 pound limit, and one personal item!  Then 

the rest of the packing party was spent shuf-

fling gear between bags to maximize the space 

and weight allowed for each bag.  We ended 

up with quite an eclectic collection of bag-

gage, including a welder in a wooden ñroll onò 

box, a ñwreathò of heavy wire, and two long 

metal boxes that would become drinking foun-

tain sinks. We left Houstonôs Hobby Airport 

without incident (other than strange looks and 

comments at the baggage counter) and landed 

in Fort Lauderdale after midnight, collected 

our baggage, and then started check in for our 

flight to Cap Haitian, Haiti at 3:30 AM! We 

were excited to land in Haiti early Saturday 

morning, marveling at the new runway and 

upgrades to the airport (including AC!).  We 

all loaded onto the Valcinôs big truck  minus 

our checked baggage ï it was on the flight 

behind us.  The truck stalled multiple times on 

the 17 mile drive to Jacobôs Well, finally com-

ing to a full stop.  God provided another big 

truck with a driver from Tse Guinea and we 

all loaded up and continued the journey, 
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arriving at camp at 10:30.  The campground 

was a major construction zone with a new 

road being built to expand facilities.  We 

were really excited about the  new eating 

pavilion, complete with 12 new round tables 

and chairs for an un-cramped seating ar-

rangement under shade outdoors.  We ate 

lunch and took a short nap prior to going on 

a camp tour, ending up at the new church 

building for some fun and games with the 

village kids.  The team veterans were pleased 

that the kids remembered their names, and 

the new team members quickly made 

friends.  Dr. ñOpa ñMeinardus was an instant 

hit when they figured out that there were 

three generations of Meinardusô 

there.  Counselors were being trained in the 

church building and some of our group 

played soccer while others led in ñduck duck 

gooseò and ñacross the riverò.  One other big 

change is that the Voodoo temple at the 

turnoff into the camp road is gone ï the 

priest got tired of competing  with the 

Lord!  In the meantime, our bags at the air-

port had become a battle ground with cus-

toms officers, who demanded $6000 US in 

taxes.  Cooler heads prevailed after a long 

and heated negotiation and finally a price of 

~100 US settled the matter.  The van trans-

porting the bags broke down while we were 

eating dinner (Haitian spaghetti!) and so a 

truck was sent after the bags, and we finally 

got our luggage at 8:00.  We hastily un-

packed personal gear and headed for bed 

after a short devotion.  Whewðthat was a 

full day!    
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Days 3-4: Camp Preparation, Work Projects, and Staff Training 

no cups to wash, and lots of happy kids! 

Designed by Hans and Frontier Camp's 

maintenance department, it consists of 2 

wash basins (built by Platt Heating and Air 

of Grapeland), each with three spigots.  

Each spigot has a special rubber fitting that 

flows water out the bottom for washing 

hands.  When squeezed at the bottom, it 

shoots water out of a hole at the top like a 

water fountain allowing you to drink with-

out using your hands. 

The concept of both washing hands under a 

faucet with soap and drinking clean water 

out of a water fountain were new to most of 

the kids.  After many confused looks the 

Frontier Camp's "camp kids" (Emma, Will, 

Edie, Tommy and Hannah) raise money each 

year to fund a special project for Jacob's 

Well.  This year, their efforts paid for a 

drinking fountain/hand-washing station 

which was a huge hit!  Clean filtered water, 

strange looks.  With the new dining pavilion 

and nice tables and chairs donated to the 

camp, there was a need to build secure carts 

for moving them and locking them up when 

not in use. 

Gabe, one of our team members, is studying 

ñmetals joining technologyò at Letourneau, 

and has experience welding.  He led the ef-

fort to design and weld a cart for the chairs.  

We also drew up a design for a table cart. To 

be built in the future.   

Soon some of the villagers will be trained  to 

properly use the welder which will make it a 

useful tool onsite for years to come.  There 

are many projects at Jacobôs Well that a 

welder will be useful for! 

jects included:  writing and translating 

the Bible drama on Elijah, taking an 

inventory of all camp equipment, pre-

paring crafts and snack bags for 275 

Haitian children and staff for three days 

of camp, working on counselor training 

with Haitian staff in the village with 

Peter Marc, site preparation for activi-

ties, including setting up pitball (gaga) 

pits, and organizing ourselves for camp 

and work projects. 

That evening, we spent another hour 

back at the church worshiping together 

and visiting with the village children. 

Dinner was a delicious feast of sous ak 

cabrit (sauce with goat meat) over 

brown rice and beans -serious layers of 

flavoring and spices!   

The team awakened for an early breakfast 

feeling much refreshed.  After a delicious 

breakfast which included fresh squeezed 

grapefruit juice  (a real treat), we headed to 

the village church for worship.  There are 

really no words to express our time with 

our Haitian brothers and sisters in Christ, 

but I think itôs safe to say that we hope they 

lead worship around the throne in eterni-

ty.  We sang for well over an hour of the 

two plus hour service, took communion 

together, and listened to a message from 

Tse Guineaôs young pastor, Peter Marc, 

from Luke 15 on the prodigal son.   

After lunch, we spent the afternoon doing 

work projects and getting ready for day 

camp on Tuesday.  Some of the work pro-

One of the items we were able to bring 

along on the trip is a Flametech Welder.  

We brought it in a wooden box that weighed 

just over the 50 pound limit but passed 

through the airport anyway with just a few 

Sunday 

A new welder for Jacobôs Well 

The camp kids donate a Handwashing/Drinking 

Station! 
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first day of camp, we had a special counselor 

training , and the next day the counselors did 

a great job teaching the kids how to use it.  

Some of the campers, especially the little 

girls, loved it so much they had to be limited 

to how many times they could wash their 

hands before lunch, as they kept coming back 

over and over again. 


